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I. General Information 

§ 1 
Doctorate 

 
(1) University Medicine Greifswald awards the academic degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy (PhD), Medical Doctor/Doctor of Philosophy (MD/PhD) and Doctor of 
Medical Dentistry/Doctor of Philosophy (DMD/PhD) on the basis of a doctoral 
procedure in the subjects listed in Appendix 1 and in accordance with the provisions of 
these Regulations. 

(2) The doctorate demonstrates a particular scientific qualification in the subjects listed 
in Appendix 1 that goes beyond the university degree as shown in an independent 
research project. 

(3) The doctoral work consists of 
a)  implementing a research project in a subject listed in Appendix 1 
b) the successful participation in courses, further education and/or scientific 
conferences according to § 5(4),  
c)  a cumulative written thesis according to § 6 and  
d)  an oral examination (doctoral colloquium) according to § 10. 

(4) With the exception of the doctoral colloquium and the awarding of the certificate, 
the doctoral procedure is not open to the public. The members of the Doctoral Board 
and the thesis committee as well as the reviewers are subject to official secrecy. If they 
are not employed in public service, the above-mentioned persons must be sworn to 
secrecy by the chairperson of the doctoral committee. 

§ 2 
Doctoral Board 

 
(1) To organise the doctoral procedure and complete the tasks assigned by these 
Doctoral Regulations, the Faculty Council of University Medicine Greifswald shall form 
its own Doctoral Board or assign the tasks to one of the two existing Doctoral Boards. 
The Doctoral Board shall appoint the thesis committee (§ 3) and review whether the 
requirements for admission to the doctoral programme (§ 4) as well as for opening the 
doctoral procedure (§ 7) are met. The Dean of the Faculty shall ensure that the 
Doctoral Board fulfils its tasks properly and is able to do so. The Dean shall give the 
necessary instructions for this purpose. 

(2) The Doctoral Board consists of at least five professors or university lecturers with 
a habilitation who are employed by University Medicine. University lecturers from other 
faculties may be involved in an advisory capacity. The chair of the Doctoral Board is 
elected by the Faculty Council. The members are elected by the Faculty Council based 
on the chair’s nomination. 



(3) The members’ term of office is two years. Re-election is possible. The Doctoral 
Board members continue to exercise their office after the term of office has finished 
until successors have been appointed and these successors have taken office. 

(4) The Doctoral Board has met a quorum if all members have been invited in writing 
under observance of the invitation deadline of three days and if several members are 
present. 

(5) The Doctoral Board makes its decisions by simple majority. In the event of a tie, 
the chair casts the deciding vote. 

(6) The Doctoral Board may generally delegate certain decisions to the chair. 

(7) The meetings of the Doctoral Board are not open to the public. Minutes of the 
Doctoral Board's deliberations and decisions are prepared and filed in the Doctoral 
Office. 

(8) Orders, setting of deadlines and other notifications of the Doctoral Board which do 
not only concern individual persons shall be announced in electronic form with legally 
binding effect in compliance with data protection laws. Additional announcements 
made elsewhere are permitted, but are not legally binding. 

(9) The Doctoral Board may issue implementing provisions for these Doctoral 
Regulations. 

§ 3 
Thesis Committee 

 
(1) For each doctoral procedure, the Doctoral Board appoints a thesis committee. The 
committee consists of the supervisor(s) and at least two other members, one of whom 
should be from outside the faculty. 

(2) All members of the thesis committee must work full-time at a university or a non-
university research institution and must either be professors, außerplanmäßige 
(extrabudgetary) professors, retired professors, honorary professors, junior professors 
or Privatdozents or have an academic qualification equivalent to a habilitation. With 
the approval of the Faculty Council, the head of a third-party funded, scientifically 
reviewed junior research group who has not completed a habilitation may also be 
appointed in individual cases. If the supervisory relationship is terminated prematurely 
for reasons for which the doctoral candidate is not responsible, the Dean shall 
endeavour to find another supervisor at the doctoral candidate's request; there is no 
legal claim to this.  

(3) The thesis committee monitors the progress of the doctorate and is responsible for 
conducting and evaluating the doctoral colloquium. The thesis committee keeps 
minutes of each meeting. A member connected by remote communication shall also 
be deemed to be present at meetings. 

II.  Qualification Phase 

§ 4 
Admission 

 
(1) Anyone who has completed a university degree programme in a natural or life 
science subject other than human medicine or dentistry (exceptions are possible after 



evaluation by the Doctoral Board) and has received at least the mark "good" (better 
than 2.5) on the final examination may be admitted to the PhD programme. Exceptions 
to the requirement of this grade require the approval of the faculty of the University of 
Greifswald responsible for the subject. Exceptions to the requirement of a degree in a 
natural or life science subject require that the doctorate promises to sufficiently 
advance knowledge in the field of medicine. In the case of university degrees with a 
marking system other than that generally used in Germany, the mark must be at least 
comparable to the mark "good". If the applicant completed a tiered programme 
(bachelor’s/master’s), a master's degree or equivalent of at least 300 credit points (LP) 
is required. 

(2) Anyone who has passed the medical state examination (Staatsexamen) or the 
dental state examination (Staatsexamen) with an overall mark of at least "good" may 
be admitted to the doctoral procedure for MD/PhD or DMD/PhD. 

(3) The Doctoral Board decides on the recognition of university degrees that applicants 
have obtained at a foreign university. This decision is based, among other things, on a 
list maintained by the Central Office for Foreign Education at the Secretariat of the 
Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs of the Länder 
of the Federal Republic of Germany. Recognition must be clarified prior to the start of 
the doctoral programme as part of the admission process.  

(4) Admission must be requested from the doctoral committee before the start of the 
doctoral thesis (qualification phase). The request for admission must include:  

a) information on the applicant’s academic career,  
b) all certificates of passed university degrees and state examinations, 
c) a declaration by the applicant stating whether and, if so, with what success 
he/she has or had applied for a doctorate at a university or faculty other than 
University Medicine Greifswald,  
d) an agreement between the applicant and the supervisor(s), which also specifies 
the academic title sought, 
e) a work schedule supported and co-signed by the university lecturer responsible, 
f) a list, coordinated with the responsible university lecturer, of the university 
lectures, continuing education courses and/or scientific conferences to be 
attended during the qualification phase. 

(5) The work schedule must relate to a field of study found in Appendix 1. 

(6) Notwithstanding the legal requirements, the admission requirements can only be 
waived for important reasons, which the applicant must present in writing, on the basis 
of a request to be submitted to the Dean. The exemption can be made dependent on 
the fulfilment of conditions. The Dean decides on the exemption from admission 
requirements on the recommendation of the Doctoral Board. 

(7) The Dean decides on admission to the doctoral procedure on the recommendation 
of the Doctoral Board. Admission shall be denied if the requirements according to 
subsections 1 to 6 are not fulfilled, or if a doctoral procedure was unsuccessfully 
completed less than one year ago. 

§ 5 
Scope and Content of the Qualification Phase 

 
(1) The qualification phase usually lasts three years and begins when admission is 
granted by the Doctoral Board according to § 4.  



(2) The Doctoral Board keeps a list of the recognised research-based courses and the 
assigned ECTS credits (Appendix 2). According to § 7, the successful attendance of 
the courses must be proven in an appropriate manner (e.g. proof of successfully 
completed final examination, proof of regular attendance of a course) when submitting 
the thesis. Lectures already taken during previous degree courses may not be taken 
again. The Graduate Academy's course on "Good Scientific Practice" is mandatory. 
Membership in the Graduate Academy Greifswald is recommended. 

(3) The doctoral candidate and the supervising university lecturers shall conclude a 
written doctoral agreement in accordance with the guidelines of University Medicine 
Greifswald. The approval of the Faculty Council is required for each individual case if 
the head of a third-party funded, scientifically reviewed junior research group who has 
not completed a habilitation is to supervise a doctoral thesis. If the supervisory 
relationship is terminated prematurely for reasons for which the doctoral candidate is 
not responsible, the Dean shall endeavour to find another supervisor at the doctoral 
candidate's request; there is no legal claim to a new supervisor. 

(4) During the qualification phase, the scientific research is carried out upon which the 
written thesis is based. In addition, doctoral candidates should acquire a sound 
understanding of scientific problems, in-depth subject knowledge, and the ability to 
work in an interdisciplinary manner. To achieve these goals, during the qualification 
phase the doctoral candidates must 

a) as a rule, carry out research activities at University Medicine Greifswald or an 
institution cooperating with it and 
b) actively participate in research-based lectures, continuing education courses 
and/or scientific conferences offered by University Medicine Greifswald or by an 
institution cooperating with it, whereby a total of at least 24 ECTS points must be 
achieved within the qualification phase. 

(5) The principles of the German Research Foundation for ensuring good scientific 
practice shall be observed. Parts of the doctoral thesis may be carried out at an 
external research institution after prior approval by the Doctoral Board. The responsible 
university lecturer at University Medicine Greifswald ensures that the partner institution 
appoints its own university lecturer who will supervise the doctoral candidate on site 
and cooperate closely with University Medicine Greifswald regarding the doctoral 

procedure. 

§ 6 
Thesis 

 
(1) The thesis must relate to a field of study found in Appendix 1 and make a significant 
contribution to advancing scientific knowledge. In addition, it should demonstrate the 
doctoral candidate's ability to carry out independent scientific work and to present the 
results appropriately. The thesis must be submitted in writing in German or English. 

(2) The written thesis is cumulative (publication doctorate). Typically, at least three 
original scientific publications with related content that have been accepted for 
publication in renowned peer-reviewed journals should be compiled. Publications in 
journals without scientifically adequate quality assurance processes are not 
permissible for the written thesis. Details on the qualitative and quantitative 
publications and their proof are regulated in the implementation provisions (Appendix 
3). 



(3) In addition to the original publications, a summary must be submitted in German or 
English. The scope and form of the summary are regulated in the implementation 
provisions (Appendix 3). 

(4) In all publications on which the thesis is based, the reference to University Medicine 
Greifswald must be clearly recognisable. The Doctoral Board shall decide on 
exceptions upon request. 

III.  Examination Phase 

§ 7  
 Initiating the Doctoral Procedure 

 
(1) The request for initiating the examination procedure shall be submitted to the 
Doctoral Board. It is only admissible if the applicant has not concurrently submitted a 
request for initiating another doctoral procedure in the same degree course (e.g. Dr. 
med., Dr. med. dent. or Dr. rer. med.). The request can only be submitted after prior 
admission according to § 4, i.e. usually within a time interval of approximately 3 years 
after admission to the doctoral procedure. The request must include:  

a) three offprints or copies of the original works upon which the thesis is based, as 
well as three summaries according to § 6(3),  

b) if applicable, a detailed statement signed by the doctoral candidate and a 
supervisor on the doctoral candidate's contribution to publications in 
accordance with the implementation provisions,  

c) a written statement by the doctoral candidate that he/she has correctly indicated 
all sources and aids used in the thesis,  

d) evidence of successful attendance of research-based lectures, continuing 
education courses and/or conferences amounting to at least 24 ECTS credits 
in accordance with § 5(2) and (4),  

e) an official certificate of good conduct, which must not be older than 3 months 
on the day of submission and  

f) an affidavit stating whether, when, where and with what success the applicant 
has already undergone a doctoral examination and whether the thesis has 
already been submitted in the current or another version to this or another 

faculty or department. 

The declaration must be supplemented if the applicant has undergone a doctoral 
examination or applied for admission to such an examination after submitting the 
thesis. A thesis that has already been rejected in its present form or in another 
essentially identical form at this or another faculty or department cannot be used for 
the doctoral procedure. 

(2) If the applicant is already entitled to use another doctoral title (Dr. med., Dr. med. 
dent. or Dr. rer. med.) which he/she has acquired in the same type of degree, the 
request must be accompanied by a declaration in which he/she undertakes to discard 
this title at the latest after completing the doctoral procedure for which he/she is 
applying to be initiated. 

(3) The procedure shall be initiated when the request has been filed and the 
requirements under subsections 1 and 2 have been met. The decision on initiating the 
procedure will be communicated to the doctoral candidate in writing upon request. 



§ 8 
Withdrawing from the Doctoral Procedure 

 
The doctoral candidate may withdraw from the doctoral procedure by written 
declaration to the Dean as long as no assessment recommending the thesis be 
rejected has been submitted or as long as no attempt at cheating in regard to the 
fulfilment of the admission requirements has been discovered; if the candidate 
withdraws in a permissible manner, the doctoral procedure is considered not to have 
begun. 

§ 9 
 Evaluation of the Thesis 

 
(1) After the doctoral procedure has been opened, the Doctoral Board shall request 
the first and second assessments. The first assessor is usually the supervisor (§ 3). 
The second assessor shall be a university lecturer of the status required in § 3(2) who 
belongs to a medical or other faculty of an academic university in the Federal Republic 
of Germany or abroad that is not affiliated with the University of Greifswald, or who is 
a habilitated representative of the practice (external assessment). The second 
assessor must not be a member of the thesis committee and must not be a co-author 
of one of the publications submitted for the doctorate. If the marks of the two 
assessments differ by more than 2.0 (§ 11), the Doctoral Board shall appoint another 
university lecturer who is not a member of the thesis committee as an assessor. 

(2) The thesis assessments must be in writing and include a reasoned 
recommendation on acceptance, rejection, or return of the thesis for revision. The 
assessment should contain a justified proposal for the mark according to § 11. The 
assessments should be submitted to the Doctoral Board no later than six weeks after 
the request for assessment. If an assessment has not been received ten weeks after 
it was requested, the Doctoral Board can appoint another assessor. 

(3) If both assessments evaluate the thesis as “insufficient”, the thesis is considered 
rejected and the procedure is ended. In this case, it is not possible to resume the 
procedure after revising the thesis. In all other cases, the procedure continues. 

(4) If one of the two assessments marks the thesis as “insufficient”, while the second 
assessment recommends accepting the thesis, the Doctoral Board appoints another 
university lecturer who is not a member of the thesis committee as an assessor. If 
thesis assessment also evaluates the thesis as “insufficient”, the thesis is considered 
rejected and the procedure is ended. In this case, it is not possible to resume the 
procedure after revising the thesis. In all other cases, the procedure continues. 

(5) If an assessment requires a revision of the thesis, the doctoral candidate must be 
informed of this in writing. The revised thesis must be submitted within one year and is 
once again sent to the assessor who required the revision for a renewed assessment. 
If this assessor marks the thesis as “insufficient”, the Doctoral Board appoints another 
university lecturer who is not a member of the thesis committee as an assessor. If this 
person also assesses the thesis as “insufficient”, the thesis is deemed to have been 
rejected and the doctoral examination is deemed to have been failed. In all other cases, 
the procedure continues. 

(6) If the doctoral candidate rejects the proposed revision or if the revised thesis is not 
submitted within one year, the thesis is considered rejected and the doctoral procedure 



is ended. After its rejection, the thesis with all assessments remains in the files of the 
Doctoral Board.  

(7) After a prior hearing, within two weeks the doctoral candidate shall be notified in 
writing of the discontinuation of the doctoral procedure in accordance with § 9(3) to (6), 
by means of a decision of the Doctoral Board, stating the reasons. The notice shall 
contain instructions on how rights of legal appeal. 

(8) If two assessments evaluate the thesis with at least "sufficient" (3.0), the oral 
examinations shall take place in accordance with § 10. 

§ 10 
Doctoral Colloquium 

 
(1) The oral examinations (doctoral colloquium) consist of a public, scientific 
presentation and a public discussion. The doctoral colloquium is held before the thesis 
committee. In exceptional cases, the doctoral candidate and members of the thesis 
committee may be connected audiovisually by decision of the Doctoral Board. 

(2) In the doctoral colloquium, the doctoral candidate reports on the results of his/her 
thesis in a scientific presentation. The duration of the presentation should not exceed 
30 minutes. 

(3) The presentation is followed by a scientific discussion with questions from the thesis 
committee and the audience. In the discussion, the doctoral candidate's ability to 
present the subject matter of his/her thesis and how it fits into the respective research 
area is examined. It should last at least 30 minutes and no more than 90 minutes. 

(4) The doctoral colloquium shall be held in German or English, as chosen by the 
doctoral candidate. With the approval of the Doctoral Board and with the consent of all 
members of the thesis committee, another language is also permitted. 

(5) The Doctoral Board determines the date and place of the doctoral colloquium on 
the proposal of the thesis committee. The doctoral candidate must be informed of the 
date at least two weeks in advance, and it should be no later than four months after 
receipt of the last assessment. The doctoral colloquium must be announced to the 
entire faculty with the name of the doctoral candidate, the title of the presentation, and 
the time and place. 

(6) Following the doctoral colloquium, the thesis committee decides in a closed session 
on the mark for the doctoral colloquium using the marking scale from § 11. The doctoral 
colloquium is considered to have been passed if it has been evaluated with at least 
"sufficient" by at least three members of the thesis committee. The arithmetic mean of 
the marks assigned by the members of the thesis committee is used for marking. When 
calculating the mark, only the first decimal point is considered; all other decimal points 
are deleted without rounding. 

(7) If the doctoral candidate does not appear for the doctoral colloquium and does not 
have a valid reason for the absence or if he/she withdraws from the colloquium after it 
has begun without a valid reason, the colloquium shall be deemed to have been failed. 
If good cause is claimed for the failure or withdrawal, the thesis committee and the 
Doctoral Board must be notified of this cause in writing without delay. If the doctoral 
candidate is ill, he/she may be required to submit a medical certificate. If the reasons 
are recognised as valid, a new date is set. 



(8) If the doctoral colloquium was not passed, the Doctoral Board shall set a new date 
for the doctoral colloquium on the recommendation of the thesis committee. A second 
attempt can take place no earlier than three months and must take place no later than 
twelve months after the date of the failed examination. 

(9) If the doctoral colloquium is not passed in the second attempt, the doctoral 
examination as a whole is failed. A second repetition of the oral examinations is not 
permitted. 

  



§ 11 
Marking 

 
(1) The following marks are permitted for the thesis and the doctoral colloquium: 
excellent (0.0), very good (1.0), good (2.0), sufficient (3.0), insufficient (4.0). 

(2) Raising or lowering a mark by the value minus 0.3 or plus 0.3 is permissible. The 
mark "excellent" cannot be raised, the mark "sufficient" cannot be lowered and the 
mark "insufficient" cannot be raised or lowered. 

(3) The overall mark of the doctorate is the arithmetic mean of the thesis mark given 
by the first assessor, the thesis mark given by the second assessor and the mark from 

the doctoral colloquium. If three assessments are available, the two better marks will 
be used to calculate the overall mark. When calculating the arithmetic mean, only the 
first decimal point is considered; all other decimal points are deleted without rounding. 
The following scale applies for assigning a mark to the calculated mean: 

 0.0  - summa cum laude 
0.1 - 1.5  - magna cum laude 
1.6 - 2.5  - cum laude 
2.6 - 3.0  - rite 

§ 12 
Publishing the Thesis 

 

(1) After passing the doctoral colloquium, the doctoral candidate shall submit the 
approved manuscript of the thesis in unchanged and complete form to the files of the 
faculty and deliver the thesis to the University of Greifswald’s University Library within 
six months after the date of the doctoral colloquium. If the doctoral candidate misses 
the deadline of six months, he/she loses all rights acquired through the examination. 
In justified cases, the Dean may reasonably extend the deadline. 

(2) On the title page, the thesis is to be designated as a Cumulative Inaugural Thesis 
for the attainment of the academic degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) or Medical 

Doctor/Doctor of Philosophy (MD/PhD) or Doctor of Medical Dentistry/Doctor of 
Philosophy (DMD/PhD) at University Medicine Greifswald. On the second sheet, the 
names of the Dean, the first assessor and the other assessors as well as the date of 
the doctoral colloquium must be indicated. It is not necessary to include the doctoral 
candidate's curriculum vitae. 

(3) The obligation to deliver according to subsection 1 is fulfilled by electronic 
publication (in open access) on the publication server of the University of Greifswald’s 
University Library and the delivery of four printed and bound copies that correspond to 
the online edition according to the standards defined by the University Library (file 
formats, delivery route, composition). The doctoral candidate thereby grants the 
University Library the perpetual, worldwide, irrevocable right to save his/her thesis in 
all its parts and make it accessible. The original scientific publications accepted for 
publication and in print or already published in electronic journals are exempt from the 
publication obligation according to sentence 1 if the electronic original publications are 
referenced in the thesis copies intended for delivery to the University Library in a form 
suitable for traceability and access to the source document (usually with an abstract 
and a digital object identifier as well as a contact address for the corresponding author). 



Provided that no copyright agreements exist for original scientific publications on which 
the thesis is based (e.g. in the case of publication of the original articles in open access 
or obtaining a thesis-related second publication right from the publisher of the original 
publications) that would prohibit the publications from being included with the thesis, 
these original works may be attached to the thesis copies intended for delivery to the 
University Library. The doctoral candidate and the supervisor agree on referencing or 
attaching the original work, if necessary, before the candidate submits a cumulative 
thesis. 

(4) If the doctoral candidate has fulfilled all requirements, he/she receives a written 
confirmation of the successful completion of the doctoral procedure which allows 
him/her to temporarily use the title of doctor - with a temporal limitation of a maximum 

of one year. 

§ 13 
Completing the Doctorate 

 

(1) The doctoral degree is awarded when the Dean hands over or sends the doctoral 
certificate. Upon receipt of the certificate, the doctor receives the perpetual right to use 
the doctoral title. The doctoral degrees awarded according to § 1(1) may also be used 
in the form of the abbreviation "Dr." without a subject-related addition; simultaneous 
use of the abbreviations "PhD", "MD/PhD" or "DMD/PhD” together with "Dr." is not 
permitted. 

(2) The doctoral certificate contains the title of the thesis and the overall mark. The 
date of the doctoral colloquium is used on the certificate as the date of graduation. The 
certificate is signed by the Dean and the Rector and bears the seal of the faculty and 
the embossed seal of the University. 

§ 14 
Declaring the Examination Invalid and Revoking the Doctoral Degree 

 
(1) If it is found that the doctoral candidate has cheated with regard to the doctoral 

performance or the requirements for admission to the doctoral procedure, the doctoral 
work may be declared invalid, the doctoral degree may be revoked and the doctoral 
certificate may be confiscated. 

(2) The doctoral degree may be withdrawn and the doctoral certificate confiscated if 
the doctoral candidate has been convicted of an intentional criminal offence in the 
preparation or commission of which the doctoral degree was abused. 

(3) Decisions pursuant to subsections 1 and 2 require a majority of two-thirds of the 
university professors who are members of the Faculty Council of University Medicine 
Greifswald. 

§ 15 
Inspection of Doctoral Files 

 

After completing the doctoral procedure, the doctoral candidate shall be granted 
access to the doctoral file and the assessments of the thesis upon request; the request 
must be submitted after the doctoral procedure is complete. 



§ 16  
Joint Doctorate with a Foreign University or Scientific Higher Education 

Institution (Binational Doctorate) 
 

(1) University Medicine Greifswald may award the doctoral degree (PhD, MD/PhD or 
DMD/PhD) together with a university or scientific university abroad in a jointly 
conducted doctoral procedure. 

(2) The applicant for a binational doctorate with a university abroad must fulfil both the 
acceptance requirements at the University of Greifswald and the acceptance 
requirements of the foreign partner institution. 

(3) A joint doctoral procedure with a foreign partner institution requires that an 
individual cooperation agreement for implementating a binational doctorate is 
concluded with the foreign partner institution. This cooperation agreement is made for 
the purpose of a joint procedure between the University of Greifswald and the foreign 
partner institution. This agreement requires the prior approval of the Dean of University 
Medicine Greifswald and the Faculty Council. It regulates a doctoral procedure jointly 
managed by the competent bodies of the foreign partner institution and the Faculty of 
Medicine (University Medicine), in particular a joint examination, evaluation and 
marking of the examination results by a joint doctoral committee. 

(4) The agreement may, with the consent of the Senate, provide for exceptions to the 
following provisions of these Doctoral Regulations to the extent necessary to 
accommodate regulations or traditions of the partner institution: 

- composition and responsibility of the doctoral committee, 
- preparation of assessments, 
- inspection of assessments, 
- type and scope of the work required, 
- process for calculating the overall mark and other assessment procedures, 
- language of the certificate. 

In justified cases, further exceptions may be provided for. 

(5) The thesis is supervised by a professor of University Medicine Greifswald according 
to § 2(2) and by a professor of the foreign partner institution. 

(6) The agreement regulates whether the thesis is submitted to University Medicine 
Greifswald or to the foreign partner institution. The language of the thesis, the written 
summary and the defence are also to be specified in the cooperation agreement. 

(7) The obligation to publish the thesis and the rights to it are governed by the 
regulations of both partner institutions. The partner universities shall regulate the 
details in the cooperation agreement to the extent necessary and in particular if the 
regulations of the partner institutions regarding the publication of the thesis cannot be 
reconciled with each other. 

(8) If the applicant has fulfilled the formal requirements demanded by the legal 
provisions of both partner institutions, a joint doctoral certificate shall be issued. It bears 
the signatures and seals required by the regulations of the partner institutions involved. 
It must indicate that the doctoral degree was awarded under joint supervision. If the 
legal provisions of the foreign partner institution do not permit the issuance of a joint 
certificate, the partner institutions involved shall each issue a doctoral certificate. It 
must be evident from both documents that the simultaneous use of the doctoral 
degrees alongside each other is excluded and that each document is only valid in 
conjunction with the other. 



 
Appendix 1 to the PhD, MD/PhD, DMD/PhD Doctoral Regulations: 

I. Subject List 
 
University Medicine Greifswald awards the academic degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
(PhD, for non-physicians) or Medical Doctor/Doctor of Philosophy (MD/PhD, for 
physicians) and Doctor of Medical Dentistry/Doctor of Philosophy (DMD/PhD, for 
dentists) on the basis of a doctoral procedure in the following subjects: 
 
Medical Bioinformatics 
Community Medicine 
Ethics and Medical History 
Epidemiology 
Experimental Medicine 
Molecular Medicine  
Experimental Pathology 
Human Genetics  
Health Care Management 
Clinical Infectiology 
Clinical Medicine 
Medical Biometry 
Medical Immunology 
Medical Neurosciences 
Medical Psychology 
Medical Sociology 
Preventive Medicine 
Public Health 
Social Medicine 
Translational Medicine 
Dentistry 
 

 
 

 



Appendix 2 to the PhD, MD/PhD, DMD/PhD Doctoral Regulations: 
II. Curriculum for PhD, MD/PhD or DMD/PhD Programme 
 
Appendix 2 is currently being revised and will be made available separately. 
 
 
 
  



Appendix 3 to the PhD, MD/PhD, DMD/PhD Doctoral Regulations: 
Regulations on qualitative and quantitative requirements for publications 
 
(1) In the three required original publications of the cumulative thesis, the doctoral 

candidate should have been lead author at least once. In exceptional cases, 
among the three original publications, there may be a maximum of one paper that 
has been submitted for publication at the opening of the doctoral procedure but 
has not yet been finally accepted for publication. 

(2) The journals to which the papers have been published or accepted for publication 
or submitted should be able to be assigned on a subject-specific basis according 
to the criteria of a recognised bibliographic database such as Web of Science. 

(3) The summary should be 3000 to 4000 words (approximately 10 - 15 pages) and 
should be structured as follows: Title, Author, Short Summary, Introduction, 
Methods, Results, Discussion. 

(4) In the case of a publication for which the doctoral candidate is the lead author, 
he/she must have played a predominant role in planning the scientific paper, 
collecting and/or analysing data, evaluating and interpreting the results. In the 
case of a publication for which the doctoral candidate is a co-author, he/she must 
have played a significant role in planning the scientific paper, collecting data, 
evaluating and interpreting the results. The doctoral candidate's share in the 
publications must usually be proven by corresponding information in the 
publication. If the publication does not contain any relevant information, the 
doctoral candidate’s share must be proven by a written declaration of the doctoral 
candidate and the supervisor to the doctoral committee. In case of shared lead 
authorship, such a declaration is always mandatory. 

 

 

Entry into Force, Expiry 

 
(1) These Regulations shall enter into force on the day after they are announced to 
university members. 
 
(2) At the same time, the Doctoral Regulations of the Faculty of Medicine dated 
February 3, 2011 (Mittl.bl. BM M-V p. 511) shall expire. 
 
 
Issued on the basis of the resolution of the Senate of the University of Greifswald from 
August 19, 2020 and after approval by the Rector from August 24, 2020. 
 
Greifswald, 24 August 2020 

 
 

Rector 
of the University of Greifswald 

Professor Dr. Johanna Eleonore Weber 
 

Publication note: Announced to university members on: 24 August 2020 
 


